Days for Israel 

On 9th and 10th October the lecture hall of Prostějov National House was the venue for another annual cultural and social event under the title of “Days for Israel”. 
 Saturday was given to the theme of Jewish history and tradition. The main program included a performance by dance group RUT from the school of art in Němčice nad Hanou. This group performs traditional Jewish dances and has been very successful in numerous national and international festivals. The dancers’ repertoire includes mainly Hasidic dances from the Ashkenazi region as well as dances of their own choreography to well-known Hebrew melodies. Among other new projects the group performs Jewish wedding ceremonies in cooperation with the Prostějov Klezmer group Létající rabín (Flying Rabbi) and the Olam – Judaica Holešov Association. To the accompaniment of the school choir under the baton of the conductor of the school orchestra, Jindřich Novák, a new element entitled “Jewish holidays in song and dance” was also created, including an accompanying speech, which was thematically linked to the Jewish year. 
Sunday was dedicated to the 20th Century and the issues of the Holocaust and modern-day anti-Semitism.  There was great public appreciation for talks given by Holocaust survivor Miloš Dobrý and by Mojmír Kallus, chairman of the Czech branch of ICEJ.
Current trends of antisemitism

According to European Union definition, anti-Semitism is: “a certain perception of Jews, which may be expressed as hatred toward Jews. Rhetorical and physical manifestations of antisemitism are directed toward Jewish or non​-Jewish individuals and/or their property, toward Jewish community institutions and religious facilities. In addition, such manifestations could also target the state of Israel, conceived as a Jewish collectivity. Antisemitism frequently charges Jews with conspiring to harm humanity, and it is often used to blame Jews for ``why things go wrong.'' It is expressed in speech, writing, visual forms and action, and employs sinister stereotypes and negative character traits.“
Whereas the historically “traditional” forms of antisemitism are generally condemned in the Czech Republic and are expressed by the marginal groups of society, there is much less awareness of new forms of antisemitism connected to criticism of the State of Israel. There is a need for debate on the boundary between legitimate criticism of the politics of any country and racial prejudice. To define where this boundary lies, it is advisable to use the “3D” criteria devised by Natan Sharansky, an Israeli politician who was imprisoned for 9 years in a Soviet Concentration Camp because of his activities as a Refusenik and his Jewish belief. 
According to Sharansky, criticism of Israel crosses the boundary of antisemitism if three signs are evident: demonisation, double standards and de-legitimisation of the Jewish State. An example of demonisation is the comparison of Israel to Nazism, accusations of ritual drinking of blood or the portrayal of Jews as monkeys or insects. In contemporary caricatures, not only in the Arab world, but also in Western Europe, it is possible to find countless illustrations of these distasteful prejudices.
Double standards can be illustrated in the activities of various international agencies and organisations. For example, more than 80% of resolutions by the OSN Council for Human Rights focus only on criticism of Israel and its treatment of Palestinians, as if no other problems in the field of human rights existed in the world. Under the guise of protecting human rights NGOs often criticise only Israel. The height of this hypocrisy was the OSN conference against racism in Durban in 2001, which turned into a show of anti-Jewish hatred. Mary Robinson, who chaired the whole conference, said that the Forum of Non-profit Organisations “was terribly anti-Semitic. Many people said that they had never experienced such shameless expressions of antisemitism.”
The media also plays its role in spreading a false image. For example, in analysis of photos published by the BBC in 2005 it can be statistically proved that in almost 80% of cases Israelis are portrayed with symbols of military power, such as tanks or machine-guns, and always in such a way that the person’s face is not visible - which is a recognised aspect of dehumanisation, as used by Nazi propaganda. On the other hand, Palestinians are portrayed as defenceless children or women, with full views of their faces to evoke sympathy. If men are portrayed, then they are mostly praying.
 The result of this systematic defamation of Israel is the effort to completely dismantle the State. Israel is the only member country of the OSN against whom votes are cast urging for its disestablishment in the manner of the South African regime. There is false talk of apparent apartheid in Israel, there are efforts to criminalise its leaders and there are ever more frequent calls for a boycott of Israeli goods and withdrawal of investment.
What defence do we have against such a tirade? George Orwell, the famous author of Animal Farm and 1984 in which he masterfully captured the essence of totalitarianism, once said: “Things have sunk so low that the first responsibility of intelligent men is the restatement of the obvious.” I’m afraid that the present time is getting very close to that characterisation. 
 I therefore welcome the activities of intelligent people. Not long ago Václav Havel stated that he would join an international campaign against a boycott and the de-legitimisation of Israel, which is led by the former Prime Minister of Spain, José Maria Aznar. “Let’s put an end to this madness that holds Israel responsible for all problems in the region, or even outside it. There has already been enough short-sightedness, refusing to see Israel as the foundation of our western civilisation,” said Aznar. I call on all decent and intelligent people to join this mission in their own place.
Mojmír Kallus

The author is chairman of the Czech branch of the International Christian Embassy Jerusalem (ICEJ). For more detailed information on the activities of this organisation see the website www.icej.cz and the magazine “Word from Jerusalem” which can be ordered there.
